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The Crime of Fraud in witchcraft and Sorcery

Rasim Mseer Al shamerey* , Ph.D (Asst.Prof.)

Abstruct

The crime of fraud through witchcraft and sorcery has been quite
important not only in the legal area but also in life, in general. Because the
practice of witchcraft and sorcery in the community has increased and
because there is no clear article in the Iraqi legislation condemning these
acts which are done for the sake of getting money, this state has terribly
affected both the individual and the community (including rulers, kings and
presidents).many have lost their peace of mind as a result of listening to
these tricky persons.

In reality, people have embarked on these practices to solve their
problems and to get some comfort but that has deplorably made them
more miserable. Those practicing this kind of crime have different names
such as fortune- tellers, astrologers, magicians and horoscope reader.

Jurists and legislators differ in looking at these evil acts. Some have
described them as special crimes. Still others have considered them as
crimes of fraud. These things constitute, in fact, some difficulty concerning
regulations, censorship and adoption, a thing which has required that
these practices should be treated through legislations.

The researcher, accordingly, has discussed tow topics in the
paper. The first topic surveys the historical and legal development of the
crime of fraud by witchcraft and sorcery. The second one deals with the
basic elements of the crime of fraud by witchcraft, suggesting its
characteristics. The research ends by providing a conclusion.

Keywords: crime of fraud, witchcraft, sorcery

* Almansour University College
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